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Creed from the Latin credo – I believe.  It has the connotation of:  1) a 
brief  authoritative formula of  religious belief; 2) a set of  fundamental 
beliefs or 3) a guiding principle.  Where there is faith, there is also the 
profession of  that faith. 

A Creed, or Rule of  Faith, or Symbol, is a confession of  faith for public 
use, or a form of  words setting forth with authority certain articles of  
belief, which are regarded by the framers as necessary for salvation, or at 
least for the well being of  the Christian Church.  A creed may cover the 
whole ground of  Christian doctrine and practice, or contain only such 
points as are deemed fundamental and sufficient, or as have been 
disputed. (Philip Schaff, The Creeds of  Christendom) 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty [pantokratora], creator 
of  all that is seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of  God, eternally begotten [pro panton ton aionon] of  the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,  
not made, of  the same essence [homoousion] with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
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Conclusion . . .  
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